
 
The Society is now on Twitter!  Follow us on   @WarwickNatHist 

 
 
 
 
A female sparrowhawk eating a wood pigeon just  
outside our back door. 
24th October         RT 
 
 
 
 
Autumn Walk 

We had a pleasant autumn walk around Stratford-upon-Avon with 14 members of the Society last 

week and after visiting Holy Trinity Church where William Shakespeare is buried, went through 

to Waterside and the old Brass Rubbing Centre.  This building was originally the orangery 

standing in the grounds of a now demolished house, Avonbank, which was built in the 17th 

century.  The Brass Rubbing Centre for many years was open to the public and contained 

Medieval and Tudor brasses.  It is now closed.  The outside walls are decorated with large photos 

of characters all from Shakespeare’s 2014 plays.   
 

Members tried to name the plays with mixed success so here, courtesy of Michelle Morton Image 

Manager at the RSC, are the correct plays.    

 

 

 

 

Love’s Labour’s Lost 

(2014) 

(top 3 photos) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love’s Labour’s Won (Much Ado about 

Nothing) 2014 

 

 

 

.../ 

 

Warwick Natural History Society 

Snippets 
No. 74                                                     3 November 2022 

 
 

https://twitter.com/WarwickNatHist


 

Henry IV Part 1 (2014) 

 

Henry IV Part 2  

                    (2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Roaring Girl (2014)  

(Not a Shakespearean play but part of the Roaring Girl Season  

at The Swan Theatre in 2014) 

 

Apologies for the quality of the photos, it was difficult to get good shots in 

the sunny and shadowy conditions.     

29th October        LD  

 

 

 

On the way back into Stratford we walked along part of the Stratford upon Avon Tramway which 

prompted a discussion on what was the tramway used for? 
 

The Stratford and Moreton Tramway was a 16-mile long horse-drawn wagonway which ran from 

the canal basin at Stratford-upon-Avon in Warwickshire to Moreton-in-Marsh in Gloucestershire, 

with a branch to Shipston-on-Stour. It remained horse-drawn as it was feared that steam engines 

would set fire to the thatched cottages in Stratford. The main line opened in 1826, whilst the 

branch to Shipston opened in 1836. The tramway was used to carry Black Country coal to the 

rural districts of southern Warwickshire via the Stratford-on-Avon Canal, and limestone and 

agricultural produce northwards. 
 

The northern part of the tramway had fallen into disuse by the early 1900s and was dismantled in 

1918. The southern section between Moreton-in-Marsh and Shipston-on-Stour was converted into 

a steam railway in 1889, and continued in use as a minor branch line until 1960. 
 

The most prominent remaining piece of infrastructure, is the tramway's brick arch bridge across 

the River Avon at Stratford, which remains in use as a public footbridge, and is still known as the 

Tramway Bridge. 

(Wikipedia) 

 
 
This morning I saw an otter in the Avon in St. Nicholas Park, the first I’ve seen there for about 
two years, although other people tell me have seen them in the river occasionally in recent 
weeks. This animal swam across the river from the copse and disappeared under overhanging 
willow. It was too far away for a photo unfortunately. 
31st October          RT 
 
 

.../ 



On October 19th, another late bee visitor, the cuckoo bee, Bombus vestalis 

feeding at a dahlia. These parasitic bees look similar to their host, the Buff-

tailed bumblebee, Bombus terrestris.  How to tell the difference?  

 

Bombus vestalis: ginger band on the thorax; long 

white tail with a bright yellow edge when fresh; dark 

V in the upper centre of tail and no pollen basket.  

 

Bombus terrestris: ginger bands on thorax and  

abdomen; small buff tail and a pollen basket.   

 

 

Keep in mind that bees age and fade later in the summer season.   

More about Bombus vestalis can be found at: 

https://www.bwars.com/bee/apidae/bombus-vestalis   
 

 
Sometimes insects blow bubbles, flies more frequently as seen in this 

male Calliphora vicini taken on October 22nd.  It has been suggested 

on a Diptera site that "Regurgitating aerates the semi-digested food 

and helps in oxidation processes. Speeds up digestion".  Bit like our 

burps it seems, only more visual.  

1st November          SG 

 

 
 
On any warmish, sunny day as winter approaches, if 
you have a shrub that gets the sunshine, spray it with 
diluted sugar water.  Visit it during the day and watch 
the insects come to feed. They have a variety of 
tongues on display and are easier to photograph 
when they are busy.  
1st November         SG 
 
 
 

Draycote Water 

A few pictures from three recent visits to Draycote Water.  The water at 

Draycote is low at the moment, but this has uncovered some areas of mud 

which are attractive for waders.  Dunlin and Ringed Plover were around 

and a Grey Plover turned up for a few days, 

the closest I have seen one.   

 

Meadow Pipits were also showing well.     Dunlin 

A Ferruginous Duck was a good bird 

to see, and a few days later a Black 

Tern appeared.   

 
 Grey Plover 

  

Female Scaup and Red- Crested Pochard have also  

been reported. 

1st November         DW      
          Ferruginous Duck 

(more images attached to the email) 
.../ 

https://www.bwars.com/bee/apidae/bombus-vestalis


Swifts 
An influx of pallid swifts has been spotted across Britain in the last few days due to the warm 
weather. They have been spotted at 71 sites since October 24th which is amazing as pallid swifts 
are usually found in the Mediterranean and rarely seen in the UK. They have dark brown 
rounded wing tips, compared with the pointed wing tips of the common swift. 
(Daily Telegraph, 2nd November) 
 
 

October 26th, a Red Admiral at Guys Cliffe Walled Garden.   

2nd November        SG 

 
 
 
 
 
I always associate Hampton Wood with spring and bluebells but it is very impressive for fungi if 
you go off the main paths.  
A visit there on 17 October revealed all sorts of treasures on a sunny day, fungi glistening after 
overnight rain. Those we could identify were bonnets, brackets, candlesnuff, purple jellydisc , 
yellow stagshorn, turkey tail, dark grey oyster mushroom and several unidentified such as tiny 
white fungi nestling under a stump, small brown jobs with pitted surfaces and one rosette-shape 
on the side of path up to the car park.   
2nd November            FW 

   

   Purple jellydisc 
  Oyster Mushroom 

   Brackets on log   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
    Turkey Tail 

 
Oyster mushrooms from below, showing gills 
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